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Summer Reflection  
 By Father Philip Thompson, Pastor  

                                                                                                                                                                                   
I am not a gardener. I do not have a green thumb. Everything I plant has a tendency to die a short time later. Oftentimes 

it is simply because I forget to water the plants. I figure that God created them, and if he really wants them to grow, he 

will send the rain. 

 

But even though I do not have a green thumb, I enjoy flowers (it is a joy to live across from Noelridge Park) and fresh 

vegetables. There is nothing better than a red, ripe, succulent tomato during the summer months. But that juicy tomato 

doesnôt just happen. A diligent gardener has taken great care to nurture that plant to maturity. The gardener has watered 

it regularly.  He has fended off hungry rabbits. And he has kept it healthy so blight wouldnôt destroy the plant. 

 

Well, our spiritual lives are sort of like tomato plants. A healthy spiritual life doesnôt just happen, either. We have to 

tend to what God has planted within us ï especially during the summer when our schedules are stretched even tighter. 

We have to ñweed outò bad influences, such as the tendencies to selfishness, greed, and complacency. We have to 

ñwaterò our lives with the grace of prayer and the sacraments. And we have to ñpruneò it with good works. 

 

Thatôs why regular participation in the Eucharist is so vital to us as Catholics. It is the best way we have to nurture our 

spiritual lives. 

 

The church teaches that attending Mass is so important that it is an obligation for Catholics. Buy why? Mass is the cen-

tral act of Catholic worship and is not just for me; it is about community and sharing my weekôs joys, cares, needs. We 

need each other and this time can ground us, become our connection time. And it is about praising God and giving 

thanks for all that we have as a family. It is saying, ñwe believe.ò It may not always be what we want to do, but the dis-

cipline signifies what we feel is important for us and for our family. It reminds all of us that we belong to a much larger 

family; it helps us see life is about much more than a world of sports or clothes or activities. The Body of Christ unites 

us and strengthens us for the week ahead as we take on the work of being Jesusô hands and feet in the world today. 

St. Pius X Parish is committed to lifelong faith 

formation that focuses on evangelization, for-

mation, catechesis, and conversion for the building 

up of the Kingdom of God.  The center of all action 

is the celebration of the Sunday Liturgy. 
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Consider Catholic Education at St. Pius X  
By Candace Hurley, Principal, St. Pius X School  

  

  

We all know that choosing a school for children is an important and lasting decision that will have an enor-

mous impact on the childôs future. In challenging economic times, why should parents choose a Catholic  

education for their children? For 50 years, St. Pius X School has been providing excellence in education to 

the families of St. Pius X parish.  The school creates a positive environment where children thrive spiritually, 

socially, and academically by instilling Catholic values, beliefs, and traditions through quality education and 

Christ-like living. Our mission is to provide quality teaching in a Catholic environment to maximize learning 

for every student.  

 

We currently have openings in all grade levels and are planning for three sections in grades K-5, with class 

sizes ranging from 20-23 students in grades K-3. Students have the opportunity to experience a well-rounded 

curriculum which fosters high student engagement, hands-on learning, with a wide variety of technology  

experiences. Smart boards enhance learning and teachers stress thinking and problem-solving strategies. The 

curriculum is well rounded with art, music, PE, guidance, library, and Spanish. 

 

The faith-based environment at St. Pius X School focuses on moral development, service learning, and     

encourages all students to develop a relationship with God and the Catholic Church. Students have the      

opportunity for daily prayer and a weekly all-school Mass.  Children also experience service learning at the 

local school level and also at the Metro Catholic level with other Metro Catholic School students. 

 

The Panther Playhouse provides safe, on-site, out-of-school care for children entering Kindergarten to 5th 

grade, including before and after school, summer, in-service days, and school closings for weather. Panther 

Playhouse opens at 7:00 a.m. and closes at 6:00 p.m.  Flexible plans are available for attendance as well as 

drop-ins. 

 

For more information about St. Pius X School, please call the school office at  319-393-4507 or check out 

the schoolôs website at http://www.stpiusxschoolcr.com.  Itôs not too late to enroll for the 2011-2012 school 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.stpiusxschoolcr.com/


4 

 

 St. Pius X Youth Make a Difference at Catholic Heart Work Camp  

  By Lisa Bejarno, Youth Ministry  

 

Twenty-four youth from St. Pius X and Xavier traveled with Lisa Bejarno, St. Pius X director of youth min-

istry, to Denver, Colorado, in mid-June for a five-day mission, where they joined 407 campers from across 

the United States.  The purpose?  To revitalize the community and beautify homes for the elderly, disabled, 

and those who canôt afford needed repairs.  The groupsô accomplishments included a list of more than 50 

tasks, including: 

 

¶ Repairing 6000 feet of gutters 

¶ Painting 11 house exteriors  

¶ Painting 96 rooms, 24 decks, and 22 doors 

¶ Sorting 1000 books to send to a library in Kenya 

¶ Removing 350 cubic yards of trash, 7 appliances, and 50 old tires 

¶ Cutting down 50 trees; replacing 15 toilets; washing 500 windows 

 

           

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

                               

Residents whose homes were repaired made these comments decorating the photo matte above during the closing 

program for the camp. 
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Quotes from the Youth Attending Life -Changing Mission Trip  

 

  

ñThis week I 

have learned the 

power of Godôs 

love and the 

importance of 

service.  I hope 

to return to 

Catholic Heart 

Work Camp

(CHWC) and 

hopefully some-

day become a 

team leader or 

staff member.  I 

would recom-

mend this camp 

or something 

like it to every-

one!ò 

ñI loved just going into the community 

and helping peopleé I loved meeting 

people from all over the country.  It was 

cool to all work hard together and get so 

much done! Iôm definitely inspired to go 

back home and start my own life of ser-

vice.  It was an amazing week where I 

learned about myself and God and the 

incredible needs of those around us.  I 

would recommend this trip to anyone 

and everyone.  Itôs an incredible and 

inspiring experience that will change 

your life and the lives of others!ò 
ñI made new friends and strengthened 

past relationships.  (Our resident) has a 

lady who comes to check on her.    

Other than that, she doesnôt have many 

visitors.  She was really excited when 

we showed up to work.  She liked to 

talk to us as we worked which was fun.  

I made lots of new friends and had fun 

while serving.  I would most definitely 

recommend CHWC to others.ò 

ñThey were two of the nicest people I have ever met.  They 

came out to talk with us and they made sure we were well 

fed... I also learned a lot and grew spiritually.  The pro-

grams in the morning and night were wonderful.  I also 

loved going to daily mass when I got back to the school on 

time and also going to rosary.  Iôm so grateful for this ex-

perience.ò 


